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People who shaped The Star

Michael Aeria’s personal recollections (The Paper’s People, May 19) contained some assertions 
which need clarification.

When H’ng Hung Yong was appointed managing director in mid-1977, he enlisted Ho Sai Kong 
from the Malay Mail as managing editor and they assembled a team of journalists to boost the 
editorial efforts of what was still a fledging newspaper..

Some were members of The Star’s 1971 original editorial staff: K Sugumaran, Khoo Teng Guan, 
Koh Su Chun and myself. The others from NST were: Liew Peng-chuen, SF Yong, NV Raman, PY 
Chin, and Muriel Speeden; with Koh Beng Buat in personnel and Eddie Teo in marketing.  They 
joined the Star in Jalan Travers.

In Penang, Khor Cheang Kee (the doyen of Penang journalists), Oh Kee Tiang, and Anna Cheah 
moved from NST’s Penang bureau to the Star at Pitt Street, together with Su Chun. I joined them a 
month later, as special assistant to the managing editor. 

After two years there, and after having lost much of my Penang staff to the head office, I myself 
was asked to take up a new position as Group Executive Editor at Travers, where Michael was 
among my subordinates from 1979 to 1982. 

Mohanan Menon, a senior reporter in the 1971 team, returned to the paper at my urging, to be 
appointed Sports Editor and later as News Editor to assist SF Yong, who became Chief News 
Editor.

Michael’s account errs in implying that Cheang Kee and his team were late-comers, or that I was 
recruited together with K Nadarajah and Cheryl Dorall; both of them were taken on two years later 
by Hung Yong at my recommendation as part of the effort to raise editorial standards. They 
provided exemplary editorial leadership in driving the Star’s progress in the pre-1987 days. 

That Michael himself eventually rose to editorial leadership in the post-1987 era is of course a mark
of his own skills and abilities.

Gobind Rudra
Group Executive Editor, 1979-1982
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