
September. If you are interested to 
join this programme, make an 
online application today.

n For more information on this or 
IMU’s other postgraduate 
programmes, call 03-2731 7272, 
email postgraduate@imu.edu.my 
or visit www.imu.edu.my

I AM Cheong Sok May, and I 
completed my Bachelor of 
Pharmacy (Hons) in 2016. I started 
my career as a locum pharmacy 
technician at a private hospital for 
four months before receiving an 
offer as a Provisionally Registered 
Pharmacist (PRP) at a private 
hospital chain.

In my earlier years when 
contemplating the future of my 
career advancement, I decided to 
pursue a master’s degree in 
pharmacy or management.

However, I discovered that most 
pharmacy postgraduate 
programmes require students to 
attend classes on weekdays, which 
lacks flexibility for working 
professionals. Since the campuses 
are in Klang Valley, commuting 
from my workplace in Johor Baru 
was inconvenient.

Fortunately, in 2020 amid the 
pandemic, I discovered IMU’s 
Master in Pharmacy Practice (MPP) 
which offered weekend and online 
classes. With the flexibility of part-
time study, I was able to complete 
my degree in two and a half yea rs 
despite balancing work during the 
day and dedicating nights to 
assignments. It was challenging as I 
needed to invest considerable effort 

and engage in extensive reading to 
gain further understanding and 
complete the assignments.

Besides that, the course 
challenged me to step out of my 
comfort zone and venture into 
research. Despite the tough 
preparation, my supervisors guided 
me through the process and 
encouraged conference 
participation to sharpen oral 
presentation skills.

I enjoyed the weekly discussion 
with my supervisors and peers 
where we caught up on our 
research progress. These 
discussions were bittersweet 
memories as we tried our best to 
meet our weekly target progress 
and prepare for conferences and 
assessments.

We witnessed the growth in each 
other as we progressed from having 
limited knowledge about research 
to our viva voce examination. My 
hard work paid off when my thesis 
was accepted by the examination 
office, as exemplified by the 
proverb “No pain, no gain”.
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Throughout my master’s 
programme, I had the opportunity 
to present my research project at 
two international conferences, 
which were the 9th International 
Postgraduate Conference on 
Pharmaceutical Sciences (iPoPS) 
2022 and 28th Federation of Asian 
Pharmaceutical Associations (FAPA) 
Congress 2022.

The master’s degree broadened 
my perspective, not only in a 
pharmacy setting but also in 
collaborating with professionals 
across healthcare institutions to 
improve patients care.

With assignments and discussions 
predominantly focused on 
presentations, I improved my oral 
presentation skills and gained 
confidence to share my ideas in a 
constructive manner.

In addition, I had the opportunity 
to conduct a survey on patient 
safety culture among healthcare 
professionals in both my past and 
present hospital workplaces as part 
of my research project. This 
endeavour not only raised 

awareness regarding patient safety 
but also provided valuable insights 
into the existing patient safety 
culture within hospital settings. It 
has deepened my understanding of 
quality care, sparking my interest in 
healthcare quality.

The knowledge of human 
resource and financial management 
acquired throughout the degree 
helps me to understand more about 
staff training, satisfaction, profit 
and loss, as well as inventory 
management. In the 
Entrepreneurial Leadership course, 
I learned to design a new service 
and market product/services to our 
target audience. This helped me to 
analyse the strength and 
weaknesses of health services 
provided and identify opportunities 
for improvement to better meet the 
patient’s needs.

My journey at IMU was fruitful, 
as I learned a lot from the 
programme and my peers, and it 
helped me to achieve my dream. 

The next commencement of this 
programme is in March and 

Advancing in pharmacy

Cheong achieved her career 
goals with IMU’s flexible 
Master in 
Pharmacy 
Practice 
(MPP) 
programme.

https://masters.nus.edu.sg/


Developing brilliance 
through research

MANAGEMENT and Science University 
(MSU) is a Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) and 
multi-global-ranked institution focused on 
building holistic human capital. 
Envisioning a better, more sustainable 
future for all, it champions equality by 
providing a level playing field across 
extensive efforts in transforming lives and 
enriching futures through compelling 
learning experiences.

Championing innovation, 
entrepreneurship, excellence and 
scholarship, MSU’s vision of an enriching 
future for all is supported by its mission of 
transforming lives through education. 
Providing lifelong and flexible learning 
opportunities, its holistic curriculum aims 
to develop and deliver balanced, well-
rounded graduates. 

The postgraduate studies at MSU are 
carefully crafted to cultivate leadership 
and a real research contribution that 
addresses industrial hands-on challenges 
at the highest management level. Due to 
the tremendous and exciting state of flux 

within business and management 
communities, top management must 
adapt rapidly to stay competitive, relevant 
and strategically positioned to tackle 
global trends by possessing the relevant 
postgraduate qualifications. 

Research at MSU is applied, 
collaborative, and multidisciplinary and 
strives to engage with communities and 
industries to reflect the recognition of 
MSU as one of the top universities with 
quality education that is both 
transformative and enriching. 

To transform lives and enrich futures 
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through research culture, several 
internal grants are introduced including 
MSU Seed Grant (MSG), MSU 
Translational Grant (MTG) and MSU 
Publication & Conference Grant (MPCG). 
Apart from MSU’s self-initiative, there are 
also other international and local 
external research grants as well as 
industry that are available from a variety 
of sources.

The university research ecosystems 
were further strengthened with the 
establishment of the MSU Centre of 
Excellence, which includes the 
Leadership and Entrepreneurship 
Advancement Institute (LEAD), 
International Centre for Halal Studies 
(ICHLAS), Software Engineering and 
Digital Innovation Centre (SEnDI), Centre 
of Cyber Security and Big Data (CCSBD) 
MSU Clinical Centre of Excellence 
(MyCell), MSU Centre for Complementary 
and Alternative Medicine (MyCAM) and 
MSU Eye Centre.

MSU is proud to recommend the 
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) and Master 
programmes that emphasise and 
recognise innovative research, scientific 
knowledge and industrial application at 
both domestic and international 
platforms. A PhD is the highest degree 
awarded by MSU. It signifies the pinnacle 
of academic and professional standing. 
Doctoral training involves close working 
relationships with leading faculty 
members on projects of key interest; 
industrial and scientific focus. With 
advanced facilities and technical support, 
MSU provides an excellent academic 
climate for postgraduate engagements 
with faculty members. MSU faculty 
members are highly active in top-level 
research, with leading projects in a wide 
range of areas and interests, requiring 
innovative approaches that push the 
boundaries of interdisciplinary research. 

The postgraduate studies at MSU 
through the School of Graduate Studies 
(SGS) offer advanced degrees at MSc and 
PhD levels covering wide areas including 
Computer Science, Information and 

Communication Technology, Food Service 
Technology, Biomedicine, Engineering, 
Applied Science, Health Sciences, 
Biomedical Sciences, Information 
Technology, Clinical Pharmacy, Pharmacy, 
Design, Medical Physiology, Public Health 
and Anatomy.

Through these programmes, MSU 
integrates the global best in educational 
innovation with the adoption of real-
world scenarios into learning experiences. 
Strategic thinking and thought-provoking 
case study exposés equip students with a 
higher level of practical problem-solving 
abilities. All modules are rigorously 
designed with strategic industrial and 
corporate input, an opening vignette to 
major events and real-world issues 
around the globe. 

MSU’s faculty come from diverse 
multicultural backgrounds and the finest 
industry players, who are engaged in 
cutting-edge research, the pursuit of 
unparalleled academic excellence and 
scientific innovation. They have 
conducted high impact research and 
published thought-provoking academic 
papers across a broad range of business, 
industry and professional areas. They 
have worked in and taught at all levels of 
professional and industry platforms. Their 
contributions have made a meaningful 
and concrete impact on the global 
community at large, both at home and 
abroad. Professors at MSU are rigorously 
selected worldwide from among the best 
consultants and professionals in their 
respective fields and disciplines.

In all, as an applied, enterprise, holistic 
and international university, MSU offers 
foundation, undergraduate, postgraduate 
and flexible programmes through an 
entry system that facilitates admission of 
students from all walks of life, where it 
aims at transforming lives and enriching 
the future.

n For more information on postgraduate 
programmes offered at MSU, call 03-5521 
6868, email enquiry@msu.edu.my or visit 
www.msu.edu.my

MSU graduates during its recent convocation ceremony.



THE battle against climate change 
has picked up substantially over 
the past decade with nations 
across the globe coming together 
to adopt carbon-neutral policies. 
Asia has become a particular 
region of interest as it is home to 
some of the densest cities in the 
world and over half the total 
world population.

Academic director of the 
National University of Singapore 
(NUS)’s MSc (Environment 
Management) (MEM) Dr Eddie 
Lau Siu-Kit notes that there is still 
a lot of uncertainty regarding the 
projected effects of climate 
change in Asia.

“Because of our compact urban 
cities, Asia produces a different 
combination of harmful 
emissions that may require 
specialised solutions when 
compared to other regions. We 
must work hard if we want to hit 
our goals within the coming 
decades, and I believe our MEM 
programme will push the 
regional sustainability movement 
in the right direction.”

The NUS has 23 years of 
experience as pioneers of 
sustainability education in 
South-East Asia, with 
many MEM 
students 

having published work during 
and after their time at NUS. 
Recently, the university has set its 
sights on achieving carbon 
neutrality by 2030 with the MEM 
programme as a cornerstone 
towards that goal.

The MEM programme utilises 
the expertise of six prestigious 
NUS academic units, all in areas 
relevant to sustainability 
management: NUS Business 
School, NUS College of Design and 
Engineering, NUS Faculty of 
Science, NUS Faculty of Law, NUS 
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 
Policy and NUS School of 
Continuing and Lifelong 
Education.

Dr Lau highlights that this 
recent overhaul was done to 
better prepare students to tackle 
the increasing complexity of 
environmental issues through a 
broader approach to 
sustainability. 

“We once had a guest speaker 
talk about coastal protection in 
Singapore focused on preventing 

floods. One student raised an 
interesting question: could 

implementing these 
coastal protections 

Managing sustainability
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Dr Lau.

lead to harmful consequences for 
the animals living in the sea? In 
this field, we sometimes try to 
solve one problem and end up 
creating another.”

The MEM programme covers 
sustainability from an 
environmental, economic and 
social perspective through data-
driven analysis. Its curriculum 
includes a capstone project and 
12 elective units.

Dr Lau believes that it is 
important that all three pillars of 
sustainability make progress 
simultaneously to effectively 
combat the climate crisis in 
Southeast Asia.

With the government set on 
accelerating environmental, 
social and governance (ESG) 
principles, understanding 
sustainable practices has become 
an essential skill for working 
professionals. Due to its 
multidisciplinary approach to 
sustainability and flexible career 
path, the MEM programme 
attracts a diverse range of 
talented and experienced 
professionals across sectors such 
as finance, education, energy and 
more.

Dr Lau believes MEM’s 
multifaceted approach to learning 
is its greatest strength. Many 
MEM graduates return to their 
former professions with a 
broader perspective on 
environmental sustainability, 
allowing them to tackle issues 
holistically and collaborate with 
like-minded peers in the ongoing 

battle against climate change. 
Graduates also have the 

opportunity to fully transition 
into a sustainability profession 
and work as an environmental 
consultant, a green finance 
assessor, an ESG officer and even 
a chief sustainability officer.

Ranking in the top 10 
universities worldwide in the QS 
World University Rankings 2024, 
the university’s MEM programme 
has longstanding partnerships 
with other top universities across 
the globe. 

In particular, the USA’s Yale 
University School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies and the 
Nicholas School for the 
Environmental and Earth 
Sciences at Duke University are 
amongst the world’s most well-
established and renowned 
institutions in the field of 
sustainability. Dr Lau highlights 

that these partnerships have 
offered a host of opportunities 
for enrolled students to exchange 
ideas about sustainability with 
the Western world.

“We sometimes invite 
professors from these 
universities as guest lecturers, 
where they will discuss their 
own sustainability programmes 
and how they tackle climate 
change. Our programmes 
naturally differ in approach as 
they are catered towards our 
own region’s needs, so there are 
always new insights to learn 
when exchanging knowledge and 
ideas with our international 
peers.”

Despite its already impressive 
history, Dr Lau shares his goals to 
elevate the MEM programme 
into becoming a world-class 
curriculum in alignment with the 
United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (UNSDG) for 
both quality education and 
climate action. 

He believes that under MEM 
tutelage, graduates will be 
empowered to drive regional 
climate protection into a new era 
through influencing policy, 
educating the workforce and 
navigating the complicated 
landscape of modern 
environmental issues.

n For more information about 
the programme, visit scale.nus.
edu.sg/programmes/graduate/
msc-(environmental-management) 
today.

NUS’ Tropical 
Technologies 
Laboratory 
(T2 Lab) hosts 
cutting edge 
technology used 
in their MEM 
programme.
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