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Kick-start your medical journey
SINCE the Covid-19 pandemic,
medical and healthcare profes-
sionals are in need more than
ever. The Health Ministry (MOH)
estimates that Malaysia needs
28,000 more medical specialists
by 2030. Should there be a lack of
medical professionals, access to
healthcare will be limited, affect-
ing all Malaysians.
If you’re keen on pursuing
MBBS in Malaysia, you’re in luck
as Management & Science
University (MSU) offers the
Bachelor of Medicine and
Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS)
programme.
Among the many medical
schools in Malaysia, MSU stands
out for its ability to produce
well-rounded and qualified
medical doctors. Through atten-
tive lectures and instructions at
MSU, its medical students devel-
op essential soft skills, which
include critical decision-making,
surgical teamwork, crisis
management, effective communi-
cation and a deep understanding
of medical knowledge.

Studying MBBS at MSU
It’s offered at the MSU main
campus in Shah Alam and
offshore campus in Bangalore,
India, which is Malaysia’s first
medical school to receive a five-
year accreditation from the
Malaysian Medical Council
(MMC).
The programme is also recog-
nised by the India National
Medical Commission, Sri Lanka
Medical Council, and Maldives
Medical and Dental Council.
In addition, MSU’s MBBS

curriculum complies with MMC
guidelines.
To ensure students get the
maximum knowledge out of
their learning, MSU has designed
its five-year medical course with
two study phases through its
International Medical School
(IMS).
In Phase I, also known as the
pre-clinical phase (Years 1 and 2),
students will be exposed to basic
medical sciences through system-
based modules.
Phase II, also known as the

clinical phase (Years 3, 4 and 5),
is conducted through the disci-
pline-based posting that includes
Medicine, Surgery, Obstetrics and
Gynaecology, Paediatric,
Psychiatry, Primary Care,
Orthopaedics, Emergency
Medicine, and Short Postings.
Students spend their first and

second year learning the funda-
mentals of medical sciences. In
their third year, they acquire
fundamental clinical knowledge
and abilities, and in their fourth
year, they spend time learning
about various medical spe-
cialties. Students also learn
clinical skills in their final year.

MSU emphasises clinical
communication skills for its
MBBS course.
Hence, the course is designed
to give students numerous
opportunities to develop their
clinical skills through community
engagement visits to medical
practices, community care
facilities and hospitals.
By offering these opportunities,
MSU creates well-rounded medi-
cal doctors who excel academi-
cally and in personality.
Upon completing their MBBS
degrees, new doctors must regis-
ter with the Public Services
Department and undergo a two-
year housemanship at selected
public hospitals while supervised
by MOH.
MSU medical students have
the privilege of completing their
clinical training at two major
referral hospitals in Selangor –
Hospital Tengku Ampuan
Rahimah in Klang and Hospital
Sungai Buloh.

The course is designed to give students numerous opportunities to
develop their clinical skills through community engagement visits to
medical practices, community care facilities and hospitals.
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Award-winning
short films

ANIMATION is a portal that transports an
audience into a different realm where
unique characters, storytelling and envi-
ronments come to life. What people
witness on the big screen takes an entire
village of creative professionals to create.
These multi-talented individuals are the
reason behind impactful character
personalities, expressions, costumes as
well as environment design, lighting and
colour grading. Animated movies have
resonated and touched the hearts of
people around the world in a way that
writing and live-action films cannot.
Recognising its importance, the SEA
Kre8tif! Awards is a platform organised
annually by the Malaysia Digital Economy
Corporation (MDEC) in collaboration with
17 South-East Asian countries and territo-
ries, to seek and recognise the talents of
animation content creators and awarding
them for their outstanding work.
This year, the awards garnered over 100
short animation submissions regionally
among its five categories: Best Animation
Shorts – Student, Best Animation Shorts –
Professional, Best Animated VFX,
Audience Choice Awards and
International Animation Awards.
Students from The One Academy not
only bagged one but two major awards in
the SEA Kre8tif! Awards’ ‘Best Animation
Shorts – Student’ category. This category
is open for students who are still in the
academic term and have not graduated,
with animation content that has a running
time of 15 minutes or less.
A team of 27 students from The One
Academy’s Digital Animation and
Illustration majors won the Gold award
with their animated short film Strings
whereas another team of 19 won Silver
for their animated short film Solace.
Strings revolves around two girls

who are best friends. They unfortunately
experience a falling out and one of them
notices her friend’s friendship bracelet on
the ground. Out of anger, she pulls the
bracelet apart, snapping its string causing
the beads to fall on the ground. After
sometime, the beads come to life and take
her on a remarkable journey filled with
memories of her best friend, reminding
her the true meaning of friendship.
“The idea was from a teammember of
ours about a falling out you have with a
close friend which I think everyone can
relate to at some point in their lives,” said
Trisha Vaghasia, the line producer of the
film. Not only was the storyline impactful
and meaningful but so was the animation
itself.
The art director, Melissa Heng,
mentioned that the two-year project was
a group effort consisting of editors, anima-
tors, VFX artists, concept artists and many
more. She mentioned having to take
on additional roles as opposed to her
designated role as art director who was in

charge of making sure the artistic style
stayed consistent and remained aestheti-
cally pleasing throughout the production.
The film was a result of tireless efforts,
hard work, perseverance as well as talent
from all teammembers.
Solace however, took on a more
bone-chilling yet heart-warming
approach. The film is about an astrogeolo-
gist, who was in the midst of analysing a
mysterious glowing crystal she found in
space when her spacecraft’s alarm sud-
denly goes off. She then notices a scary
one-eyed alien angrily approaching her.
As she was about to shoot it out of fear,
the alien crawls towards the glowing
crystal which eventually hatches and
turns out to be its baby. It leaves with
its offspring causing no harm to the
astrogeologist.
Line producer Loke Wei Hong was
extremely proud of their win, “We are
really happy and excited we won.
Honestly we’re glad our efforts for the
film were rewarded”. He also shared the
vital roles the director, lead modeller and
animator had to play in order to make
sure everyone on the team were carrying
out their tasks. The meaningful short film
was indeed a challenge to complete
according to art director, Chung Sze Jie.
Despite that, he acknowledged that the
team worked hard together to fix each
problem and not overlook even the tiniest
inconsistencies.
“Studying at The One Academy

equipped me with a solid foundation of
what it’s like working in the actual indus-
try. Without all the basics and practices
I’ve learned from TOA, we would never
produce such a fantastic film,” said Chung.
The One Academy constantly exposes
students to real life industry practices by
having them unlock their true potential
through big projects. The involvement of
students in renowned competitions not
only boosts their confidence but gives
them a strong portfolio even before gradu-
ating. Training students in time manage-
ment, teamwork, refinements and striving
for perfection allows them to easily transi-
tion and thrive in the industry.
The One Academy is committed to pro-
viding the best art education programmes
and continues to nurture its students pas-
sionately through its “Masters Train
Masters” coaching philosophy, which has
been practised for over 30 years, by pro-
viding diploma and degree courses in
Advertising and Graphic Design, Digital
Animation, Digital Media Design, Film
Visual Effects, Interior Architecture and
Design, Illustration, Fine Arts, Paris
Fashion Design and Pattern Making,
Computer Science and Game Design.

n For more information, visit www.toa.
edu.my or call 03-7875 5510 or e-mail your
enquiries to info@toa.edu.my.

The top five
winners of
the ‘best
animation
shorts –
student’
category at
the sea
Kre8tif!
awards.

Nurturing holistic medical doctors
> fRom pAgE 7

State-of-the-art facilities
When training future doctors, having
state-of-the-art facilities for practical train-
ing significantly affects a student’s overall
educational experience.
As such, MSU proceeded to build its
medical centre and became Malaysia’s
first private university with its own
private specialist hospital and up-to-date
healthcare services, besides also creating
job opportunities for its medical and
health science graduates.

Become a well-rounded doctor
The demand for doctors has grown
massively over the last couple of years.
So, if you’re interested in studying medi-
cine, you don’t have to look far as MSU
has all that you need to nurture you into a

holistic medical doctor.
You are covered in terms of facilities
that will support you in your overall
learning experience, and all you’ve got to
do is study smart.
Intakes for the MBBS programme is in
April and October. Qualified students are
required to sit for the Medical Entry Test
(MET) at the MSU campus in Shah Alam to
determine their aptitude for the pro-
gramme.
Alternatively, MSU’s Foundation in
Science Biology/Health Science offers a
fast-track pre-university programme
that prepares for entry into the MBBS
programme.

n For more information on scholarships
and fee waivers, please call 03-5521-6868,
email your enquiry@msu.edu.my, or visit
www.msu.edu.my
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Proud moment for dentistry faculty
DR Sivakumar Arunachalam and
his team at the International
Medical University (IMU) had on
Aug 30 received a prestigious
award called the “Patil Teaching
Innovation Award 2023”.
This award was given at a spe-
cial event during the Association
for Medical Education in Europe
(AMEE) conference in Glasgow,
United Kingdom.
The Patil Teaching Innovation

Award is a significant honour
presented by AMEE, an interna-
tional group focused on improv-
ing medical and healthcare edu-
cation. It recognises exceptional
contributions in teaching and
encourages educators to find
better ways to train future
healthcare professionals.
Dr Siva, upon receiving the
award, expressed his gratitude to
the IMU senior management and
steering committee, and credited
the entire dental faculty for their
hard work and enthusiasm.
“I want to share this achieve-
ment with our entire faculty.
They’ve all contributed in many
ways during the development
and are now actively supporting
the implementation.
“I’d like to thank my professors

– Prof Allan Pau Kah Heng and
Prof N. Vishna Devi for trusting
me and giving me this responsi-
bility. A special shout-out to Prof
Seow Liang Lin for supporting
our efforts and helping us face
challenges with confidence and
calmness.”

In the field of dental education
and practice, a mix of art and
science is involved. Students
need to develop their skills
systematically by working with
real patients. When dental stu-
dents graduate, they are allowed
to practise independently, so it’s
important to keep their skills and
knowledge up to date.
To help with this, a new teach-
ing concept called “Entrustable
Professional Activities” (EPAs)
has been introduced at the
School of Dentistry. This system
helps students develop the skills
they need for dental practice and
provides a structured way to
assess their progress.
Dr Siva said, “EPAs are like a
step-by-step guide for students,
helping them learn the practical
workplace-based skills they need
for their future jobs.
“This way, they can safely care

for patients, meet professional
standards, and graduate with the
right abilities for their careers.
“This approach works well in

any field where hands-on skills
are crucial for success.”
He noted further that the stu-
dents receive targeted feedback
and support based on their per-
formance in specific EPAs. This
personalised approach to learn-
ing can help students address
their weaknesses and build on
their strengths.
EPAs are closely tied to the
tasks and responsibilities that
healthcare professionals will

encounter in their practice. As a
result, students are better pre-
pared for their roles upon gradu-
ation. As students achieve mile-
stones by completing EPAs, they
gain a sense of accomplishment
and motivation, which can be
particularly valuable in demand-
ing educational programmes like
dentistry or medicine. Further,
the EPA-based education system
is dynamic and encourages con-
tinuous improvement.
The Patil Teaching Innovation
Award from AMEE celebrates
creativity and innovation in med-
ical and healthcare education.
It highlights the exceptional

work of educators who are shap-
ing the future of healthcare pro-
fessionals through new and
effective teaching methods.
“My team and I are absolutely
thrilled and overjoyed to receive
this award. This award is a testa-
ment to the countless hours of
dedication and passion we’ve
poured into our work. I hope
that this award inspires others to
pursue their passion in education
and innovation.”
At IMU, students who are stud-

ying dentistry have the option to
complete the entire degree in
IMU or study the first two and a
half years of the degree in IMU

and transfer to one of its five
partner universities in Australia,
New Zealand, UK, or Canada for
completion of the dentistry pro-
gramme. These international
partnerships mean that the IMU
curriculum has been developed
to meet these universities’ high
international standards.
The Bachelor of Dental Surgery
(BDS) programme aims to pro-
duce exemplary clinicians capa-
ble of delivering patient-centred
oral healthcare to the highest
standard with compassion and
responsiveness using contempo-
rary technology. Its graduates
will be resilient and agile in
adapting to diverse and changing
environments, and to advocate
for better oral health and
healthcare through leadership,
entrepreneurship, and inter-pro-
fessional collaboration.
Intake for this programme is in
February of each year. If you are
interested in this dentistry pro-
gramme, make an online applica-
tion today.
If you have just completed
your SPM and do not have
pre-university qualification,
consider enrolling in the one-
year IMU Foundation in Science
(FiS), the direct route for entry
into any of the varsity’s degree
programmes.

n For more information, refer
to www.imu.edu.my or email
start@imu.edu.my or call IMU
at 03-2731 7272.

dr siva (front row, eighth from right, in blue checked shirt) and his team
at Imu posing after receiving the prestigious ‘Patil Teaching Innovation
award 2023’.
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Becoming a
qualified AMO
A LIFE experience showed Muhammad
Hafiz Mohd Nafiri the way to his current
occupation.
“In 2012, a friend lost her life in a devas-
tating road accident. I was at the scene but
didn’t know how to help her. She later
died of severe injuries at the hospital,”
shares Muhammad Hafiz.
“That heart-wrenching moment made
me decide to work in the medical and
healthcare field. So, I pursued the Diploma
for Medical Assistants, graduated in 2016,
and became an Assistant Medical Officer
(AMO).”
Tragedy aside, the profession itself held
an allure for Muhammad Hafiz.
“It is both interesting and challenging.
AMOs are often out in the field, especially
in providing pre-hospital care. Sometimes,
we need to fight tooth and nail to save the
lives of accident victims. We are their life-
line, stabilising them at the scene until we
can get them to a hospital,” he says.
However, despite already having a job,
the 28-year-old father of two from Perak
went on to enrol in the Bachelor of
Medical and Health Sciences with
Honours (BMHS) programme at Open
University Malaysia (OUM).
Having begun classes in January 2020,

he graduated at the university’s 27th
Convocation last month. He also passed
with distinction, earning him a medal
which he wore proudly at the convoca-
tion.
“Everyone who chooses to further their
studies has their own answer to the big
‘Why?’. Mine was that my working envi-
ronment made me want to learn more, so
that I could do better. I genuinely believe
taking the BMHS was the best way to
improve my knowledge and clinical acu-
men so that I could keep up with advance-
ments in healthcare technology both in
Malaysia and on a global scale.”
But why study at OUM? For Muhammad

Hafiz, it was a matter of convenience.
“OUM offered part-time studies in a
flexible, easily accessible and user-friendly
learning environment.
“All the classes were held online and
recorded. So, if I missed out on a class, I
could just watch it later. I didn’t even need
a computer; I could watch it on my phone.
This allowed me to study anytime, any-
where.
“I even got my studies shortened. While
BMHS usually takes four years, I was able
to use my diploma for credit transfer and
finished in just three years,” he adds.
BMHS programme director Nurhan
Norris MaWeng Chuen explains the
programme’s flexibility allows students
to study at their own pace.
“BMHS takes up 11 semesters. But if you

already have the diploma, you will be
given 23 hours of credit transfer, which
you can use to graduate faster.
“You can even work and study, as ours
is the first online learning programme
specifically designed for all AMOs in the
government and private sectors,” he says.
The BMHS programme, which is cur-

rently available only for AMOs, produced
its first batch of approximately 200 gradu-
ates at the 27th Convocation this year.
The programme includes surgical,

medical care, pre-hospital care, occupa-
tional safety and health, trauma and
emergency care, geriatric rehabilitation,
and palliative care, among others.
According to Chuen, AMOs are governed
by the Medical Assistants Board Malaysia
(MABM), which is a recognised profession-
al body and stands alongside international
non-physician professional bodies such as
Physician Associates/Assistants in the US,
UK, Germany, Poland and India.
“Many of our tutors themselves are

licensed AMOs registered with the board.
We also have registered clinical doctors
and specialists, as well as experienced
academics in government and private
tertiary education institutions in
Malaysia,” he says.
Muhammad Hafiz believes that AMOs

need to answer MABM’s call to enhance
the profession through education, as out-
lined in the Medical Assistants
Professional Development Plan 2016-2023.
“By having more AMOs with degrees,
we can make our profession more com-
petitive, opening doors to brighter career
prospects. If you ask me, success doesn’t
require exceptional talent. It can be
achieved through effort, sacrifice when
necessary, and solid faith.”
Intake for the January 2024 BMHS
programme is now open.

n For more information, visit www.oum.
edu.my, call 03-7801 2000 or email
enquiries@oum.edu.my.

bmhs programme director Nurhan Norris ma Weng Chuen with the first batch of 200
graduates.

muhammad hafiz at the 27th oum
Convocation.
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